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The basic idea of the research field of artificial intelligence (Al) is to create software that can solve
intellectual tasks without and in place of humans.! Many theories and methods of Al research are
based on theories of rational thought.> Some are even modelled on the structure of the human
brain.” This means that much Al research is looking for ways that humanity can design technolo-
gies that can replicate what has been previously been considered a unique ability — rational thinking,.
For this reason, we can call the goal of Al research the zwitation of rational thinking. The goal of many
researchers is to completely imitate human rational thinking. This so-called 'strong Al' could learn
and understand every intellectual task analogously to how humans do these things.* If the attifi-
cially created intelligence even surpassed human intelligence, one would be justified in speaking of
artificial superintelligence (ASI).” Strong AI and ASI are hypothetical states, whose feasibility sci-
entists still strongly argue about. Many dismiss especially ASI as mere science fiction.’

Whether ASI will ever exist is not is not the subject of this article. One cannot observe a world
with ASI today and we should not fantasize about scifi scenarios. The following thoughts are based
on a different observation: Al research s#rves for ASI. In other words, ASI is AT’s ultimate research
purpose. For, research seeks to artificially produce rational thought always better and better. This
‘ever-better’ creation of Al would only stop at the point where Al becomes so sophisticated that
it would take on this creation itself — as 'Strong Al', or eventually as ASI.

Observing that many are striving for ASI seems fair: human curiosity and our research drive are
nothing new. They did not stop before trying out the atomic bomb. Also, Al research already has
a strong grip on war practices of investment-rich states, offering them, e.g., highly automated
swarms of combat drones.” Al research is also advancing at an enormously rapid pace and is being
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vigorously funded. Experts estimate global Al investment at 180 billion Swiss francs as of 2025.°
These observations raise an important question:

What light does the pursuit of ASI shed on human beings?

Our abilty for rational thinking has given the homo sapiens a prominent status in evolution.” This
is why — at least up until now — on earth, his species is confronted almost only with itself."” With
ASI, however, humans would create a being that would be intellectually, possibly even physically
and biologically, stronger then themselves, against which they would possibly ‘lose’.!’ Hence, a
striving for ASI would be a striving for a change in the human species’ competitive conditions.
These changes would be such that the characteristic 'ratio', which makes humans highly adaptive
and their existence hard to jeopardize, may no longer guarantee their survival. Hence, the human
would need to change in order to survive. Most importantly: this change would have to be inde-

pendent of his capacity for rational thinking. The following question seems imperative:

Do there exist new development possibilities for the human that have nothing to do with rational
thinking?

Figuratively speaking, we may put the question thus: if the pursuit of ASI were a mirror in which
the human looked at his own reflection, could this human being recognize in himself new possi-
bilities for development that are independent of rational thinking? Could the human being — bio-
logically, and intellectually — remain as it is, and at the same time grow beyond his rational thinking?
Could he acquire a kind of intellect that is qualitatively different from rational thought?

And, if so, how? Would this be an evolutionary path by which the human could develop a new
biological trait? Unfortunately, this can hardly be answered in advance. For, new genetic charac-
teristics always only ever develop by chance.”” '’ Evolution is not a creative process. It has no goal.
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Here, though, we are asking about a possible development towards a specific goal — the transcend-
ence of rational thinking. Hence, if this path of development exists and should be followed, the
human being must somewhat become ‘active’. Therefore, this would not be an evolutionary de-
velopment, but rather a path of an 'intentional human transformation'.

The question of how the human could grow beyond his rational thinking must therefore be actively
addressed. A big hurdle is the following: can the thinking human #hink at all about this question?
On the one hand, the existence of an a-rational developmental path should be acceptable to rational
thinking at least. Otherwise, this text itself would be nonsensical. Yet, on the other hand: is it
possible to tread an a-rational way of development by recourse to rational thinking?

For this to be possible, human beings would have to be able to somewhat evade their rational
thinking by thinking rationally. Is this feasible, or can the rational human always only think along
the 'wall of its rational thought processes'? Would the human perhaps not have to think rationally
about its rational thinking, but — maybe first and foremost — /ook at his rational thinking in a dif-
ferent way? Yet, how would he get there? Would rational thinking have to make room for a kind
of intuitive will of transformation? Is such a will already slumbering in the human being itself, and
would he 'merely' have to open himself up to it? Or would the human first of all have to create
this will? Also, how could one translate such a new intellectual element, if it were found, into a
globally understandable language? Who would be the translator?

We are confronted with a cascade of questions. But, should we even ask them? We may just put
the transformation problem on the back burner, or else dismiss it as a gimmick on the grounds
that ASI may never exist anyway. At the same time, though, a confrontation with this question
may have a great potential for humankind:

It seems plausible to say that today’s human self-understanding has created, and is still creating, a
global togetherness that has produced, and still is, producing many crises.'* Of course, one would
be doing him wrong if one were to reduce the human to his rational thinking. He also possesses a
high emotional and physical intelligence.”” But there still seems to be a batrier to a holistic percep-
tion and a fruitful harvest of all his innate aspects. If not, in view of all these extraordinary char-
acteristics, would the human not treat himself and others with more respect?

Perhaps the path of transformation that humans could take in light of their striving for ASI could
be a possibility for a more holistic self-perception and perception of others? Maybe the aspired
ASI offers the human a chance to grow into a more satisfied reasonableness, even into a cultivated
insight?'’

What would be the role of a successful philosophy in this context?

First of all, one would have to set up a clear argument for the fact that one should just simply
consider the existence of such a human potential for transcending rational though. At this point,
one may only state that the right to claim that this potential does not exist is not stronger than the
right to claim that it does.
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Then also, philosophy could accompany and support the human on this path by systematically
raising the questions outlined above, by working on them, and by seeking answers. In this sense,
successful philosophy would take a current epoch deeply seriously, and, at the same time, be a
reflexive instrument on the way of a human 'becoming' to a possible new manifestation of the
human 'being’.

The examination of the described mirror image could then perhaps also be informative for the
question whether ASI will ever exist. Who knows, a new human self-understanding may possibly
relativise the urge for the always-better, at least a little?



