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hat are AW
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1.
Identify

2.
Select

3.
Track

4.
Attack (= use force against, neutralize, dam

age or destroy)

W
ith little or no hum

an involvem
ent

IC
R

C
, View

s of the IC
R

C
 on autonom

ous w
eapon system

s, paper subm
itted to the C

C
W

 

on LAW
S, 2016.
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N
o safeguards for 
hum

an operator 
necessary: sm

aller, 
lighter, cheaper

O
perational 
necessity

O
utsourcing of 

dull, dirty and 
dangerous w

ork

Scaling dow
n of 

hum
an 

casualties

C
om

pliance w
ith 

IH
L?
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§
Technologically: Black box problem

 of highly com
plex learning 

algorithm
s

§
Legally:  Accountability and responsibility

§
Ethically: R

eduction of space for hum
an responsibility, reflection and 

evolution

§
Scalability: Sw

arm
s of AW

S as a w
eapon of m

ass destruction
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G
roup of G

overnm
ental Experts, C

C
W

, 
Palais des N

ations, R
oom

 XVII, G
enève, 

2019

C
am

paign to Stop Killer R
obots, 2019. 

C
SKR

.
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Politically: R
isk-free and untraceable attacks -> low

er 
threshold for w

ar; arm
s race


